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1751 against the gin-shop. One of the most useful activities of Wilber-
force's Proclamation Society (from 1787) was its propaganda for using
the licensing powers of the justices to combat social evils100 - as for
instance the payment of wages in public-houses. After 1792 disorderly
brothels could no longer defy the magistrates by obtaining wine-
licences from the Stamp Office.101 In the nineties notorious tea-gardens
and places of amusement were suppressed - places which it was said in
1816 'the better morals of the present day would hardly tolerate*.
Those mentioned were the Blue Lion (known as the Blue Cat) in
Gray's Inn Lane, The Bull and Pound in Spa Fields, The Shepherd
and Shepherdess, the Apollo Gardens, The Temple of Flora, and the
Dog and Duck - the last three in St George's Fields. The two last,
according to William Fielding, Henry's son, were
. . . certainly the most dreadful places in or about the metropolis ... the
resorts of women, not only of the lower species of prostitution, but even of
the middle classes; they were the resorts as well of apprentices as of every sort
of abandoned young men.
Since these two 'infernal places of meeting' had been closed, highway-
men, he said, had been less heard of.102 Place says that in his youth he
had seen people waiting to see the highwaymen mount their horses at
the Dog and Duck,103 and had 'seen the flashy women come out to
take leave of the thieves at dusk and wish them success*.104 At the Blue
Lion he had seen the landlord come openly into the long room with a
lump of silver which he had melted for the thieves and pay them for it.
Place may be quoted again on the amusements at the ducking-ponds
and places of resort round London:
There were scarcely any houses on the eastern side of Tottenham Court
Road; there and in the Long Fields were several large ponds; the amusements
here were duck-hunting and badger-baiting; they would throw a cat into
the water and set dogs at her; great cruelty was constantly practised and the
most abominable scenes used to take place. It is almost impossible for any
person to believe the atrocities of low life at that time, which were not as now
[1835] confined to the worst paid and the most ignorant of the populace.104
Something of a social revolution on a small scale was due to the
introduction of a new kind of coffee-house about 1809 or I^I°- Th*8
was both a cause and a result of the growing sobriety among London

